SANDY  URBAN  COUNCIL 
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OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


AND 
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if 


ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  19^9 

_ _ _ _ 


To  the  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEffiERS  OF 
THE  SANDY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  in  the 
health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  District  for  the 
year  1969,  a  period  in  which  my  predecessor  held  office. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  that  there  was 
no  case  of  diphtheria  or  poliomyelitis,  and  no  maternal  death 
connected  with  childbirth. 

With  regard  to  the  table  of  Causes  of  Death,  while  the 
numbers  are  relatively  small,  the  familiar  part  played  by 
diseases  of  the  heart  and  blood  vessels,  respiratory  diseases 
and  malignant  growths  is  clearly  discernible, 

I  am  grateful  to  members  of  the  Council  for  the  considera¬ 
tion  they  have  shown  me,  and  to  members  of  the  staff  for  their 
ready  co-operation.  In  particular,  I  thank  Tilr,  P,  E,  Miller, 
Surveyor  and  Public  Health  Inspector,  who  has  written  most  of 
this  Report. 

I  am. 


Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  C.  V.  BROTH^OOD 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 


1. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres)  ••  . .  4,3^2 

Registrar  General's  Estimate  of  Home  Population  5,340 

Niimber  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  19^9  1,832 

Rateable  Value  ,,  .  £187,533 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  (estimated)  ••  £747 

VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR 

Live  Births 

Males  Eemales  Total 

Legitimate  52  45  97 

Illegitimate  2  -  2 

54  45  99 

Crude  birth  rate  per  1000  home  population  .•  18.5 

Adjusted  birth  rate  per  1000  home  population  18.5 

Birth  rate  for  England  and  YiTales  ..  ..  ..  16.3 

Still  Births 

Males  Females  Total 

Legitimate  -  -  - 

Illegitimate  -  -  - 

Still  birth  rate  per  1000  home  population  ..  ..  Nil 

Still  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  ..  ,.  ..  13«0 

Deaths 

Males  Females  Total 

All  Causes  3^  19  55 

Crude  death  rate  per  1000  home  population  ..  ..  10,3 

Area  comparability  factor  . .  ..  1.19 

Adjusted  death  rate  per  1000  home  population  ,,  ,.  12.3 

Death  rate  for  England  and  V/ales  ..  ..  ..  11.9 

Maternal  Mortality  -  Nil 


2. 


Death  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  a^e 

Males  Femalps  Total 

Legitimate  -  22 

Illegitimate  -  -  - 

Rate  for  all  infants  per  1000  live  births  •.  20,0 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ,,  ,,  ,,  18,0 

Peri -natal  mortality  rate  , ,  . . 23.0 


CAUSES  OF  DEillH  -  1969 


The  following  table  shows  causes  of  death  as  given  in  the 
Registrar  General *s  statistics. 


Causes 

Under 

15  years 

15 

-  64 

65 

and  over 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Malignant  Neoplasm  -  Stomach 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm  -  Intestine 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm-Lung,  Bronchus 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2 

1 

4 

Malignant  Neoplasm  -  Breast 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm  -  Prostate 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Leukaemia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 

— 

- 

- 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Benign  and  Unspecified  Neoplasms 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

- 

- 

— 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System, etc 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Chronic  Rheumatic  .‘eart  Disease 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Hypertensive  Disease 

- 

- 

~ 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

- 

- 

1 

- 

7 

4 

12 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

- 

— 

- 

1 

3 

2 

6 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

3 

Pneumonia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

1 

4 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

mm 

— 

1 

- 

4 

— 

5 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

— 

- 

— 

1 

1 

- 

2 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1 

1 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour, etc. 

— 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

— 

— 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

i\ll  Other  Accidents 

— 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— 

1 

TOTALS 

1 

2  1 

6 

5 

29 

12 

55 

5 


CAUSES  OP  DEATH  IN  INFANCY 


One 


STATISTIC.!!  TABLE  1960  >-  1969 


Death  Rate 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

\  '  ■  ■ '  ■  . . 

Birth  Rate 

Year 

Sandy 

U.D 

England 
&  Wales 

Sandy 

U.D 

England 
&  "Wales 

Sandy 

U.D 

England 
&  Wales 

1960 

14.2 

11.5 

15.2 

21.7 

17.0 

17.1 

1961 

9.9 

12.0 

33.3 

21.4 

15.5 

17.1 

1962 

10.9 

11.9 

- 

21.4 

16.4 

18.0 

1963 

12.3 

12.2 

- 

20.9 

19.6 

18.2 

1964 

10.8 

11.3 

- 

20.0 

14.9 

18,4 

1965 

9.7 

11.5 

23.5 

19.0 

19.6 

18.1 

1966 

8,6 

11.7 

- 

19.0 

18.4 

17.7 

1967 

10.42 

11,2 

- 

18.3 

16,56 

17.2 

1968 

11.9 

11.9 

- 

18.0 

18.9 

16.9 

1969 

12.3 

11.9 

20.0 

18.0 

18.5 

16,3 

SAI^ITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Water  Supply 

The  water  supplied  in  the  area  has  proved  satisfactory  in 
quantity  and  quality.  It  is  pumped  direct  from  Creensand  and 
requires  no  treatment  other  than  chlorination. 

No  results  of  bacteriological  examination  of  the  raw  water 
are  available  but  samples  of  the  water  from  the  various  points 
in  the  distribution  system  are  taken  regularly  by  the  Water 
Board  and  by  this  Authority  and  all  have  been  sterile. 

The  water  is  of  a  high  standard  of  organic  purity  and  is 
not  plumbo-solvent.  The  foUo^Ting  report  by  the  Counties 
Public  Health  Laboratories  is  of  a  sample  sent  in  for  examina¬ 
tion. 


Chemical  Results  in  Parts  per  Million 


Turbidity  (A.T.U.)  . 

Colour  (Hazen  Units) 

Reaction  pH  .. 

Electric  Conductivity 
(reciprocal  megohms  per  cc  at  20  C) 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  . .  .  •  , . 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  ••  •,  «, 

Nitrate  Nitrogen  . 

Chloride  as  CL.  . . 

Carbonate  Hardness  as  CaGO^  . .  . , 

Non-Carbonate  Hardness  as  CaCO,  .. 

j 

Total  Hardness  as  CaCO, 

D  . . 

Calcium  as  CaCO, 

j  . 

Magnesium  as  CaCO^ 

Pree  Carbon  Dioxide  ••  ••  •. 

Iron  asPe  . 

Lead,  Copper,  Zinc  ••  •• 

Sodium  asNa  . . 

Potassium  asK  •«  . 

Manganese  asMn  . 

Fluorine  asF  . .  •• 

Silica  (Molybdate  Reactive)  as  310^ 

^  •  • 

Phosphate  as  PO^ 


Nil 

Nil 

. ..  7,35 

410 

Nil 

0,01 

Less  than  0.10 
16 
202 

11 

213 

189 

24 

18 

0.01 

None  found 
12 
3 

None  found 
0.13 

14 

Less  than  0,10 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

GENERAL  STATISTIECS 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  notified  during  the  year:- 


Disease 

Notification  by  age  groups 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Under 

1 

1  -  4 

5-9 

10  -  14 

Over 

15 

Measles 

4 

23 

3 

1 

1 

32 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Dysentery 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

TOTAIS 

4 

24 

3 

1 

2 

34 

Vaocination  and  Immunisation 


The  Bedfordshire  County  Coiincil  is  responsible  for  the 
provision  of  this  service  which  is  given  direct  at  clinics  or 
through  the  General  Practitioners,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough, 
Tetanus,  Poliomyelitis,  Measles,  Smallpox  and  Tuberculosis  are 
the  diseases  against  which  protection  is  given. 


6. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


The  follovd.ng  table  shows  the  number  of  new  cases  of 
Tuberculosis  notified  and  the  number  of  deaths  recorded  since 

1960, 


- - 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Year 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Total 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Total 

M. 

P, 

M, 

P. 

M, 

P, 

M, 

P, 

i960 

1 

1 

1 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1961 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1962 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1963 

- 

- 

- 

— 

mm 

- 

~ 

— 

- 

- 

1964 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

— 

- 

1965 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1966 

1 

- 

- 

mm 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1967 

— 

- 

1 

— 

1 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

1968 

- 

- 

-  ■ 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1969 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

' 

- 

- 

3 

The  Mobile  Chest  X-Ray  Unit  now  visits  Biggleswade  regularly 
to  provide  a  service  for  local  medical  practitioners.  It  is 
stationed  in  the  Biggleswade  Railway  Station  Yard  every  Tuesday 
morning  betr/een  11,15  a,m,  and  11,45  a,m. 
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REPORT  OF  THE 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


AND  SURVEYOR 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1 


Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  G-entlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Second  Annual  Report  to  the 
Council  on  the  work  carried  out  by  the  department  during  1969. 

DRAINA&E  AND  SEWERi\G-E: 

The  town  is  sewered  all  along  the  main  streets  and  roads, 
Swaden,  Stratford  Road,  Station  Road,  Tempsford  Road,  parts  of 
Bees ton  Green  and  Seddington  are  not  sewered, 

106  houses  have  septic  tank  drainage  systems,  and  1A  houses 
have  pail  closets, 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS: 

The  Ivel  Internal  Drainage  Board  undertakes  the  cleaning  of 
all  streams, 

CONVERSIONS  FROM  PAILS  TO  WATER  CLOSETS; 

Total  number  of  conversions  since  1945  ..  ••  I63 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING; 

A  weekly  collection  of  household  rubbish  and  emptying  of 
pail  closets  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour. 

The  paper  sack  method  of  collection  is  used  for  572  houses, 
and  this  system  was  extended  to  a  further  162  properties  during 
the  year.  It  is  hoped  that  eventually  this  system  can  be  extended 
to  cover  the  whole  town. 

The  work  is  generally  satisfactory,  but  the  volume  of  refuse 
collected  is  increasing  as  estates  are  developed  with  gas  or 
electric  central  heating,  and  many  more  items  are  received  by  the 
householder  in  a  pre-packed  form. 

Bulky  items  of  household  refuse  are  removed  upon  request,  and 
householders  are  allowed  to  deposit  other  refuse  in  the  Council's 
tip. 


8. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSIN&  contd.. 


( 


The  Working  Party  consisting  of  membors  fraa  the  Biggleswade 
Rural  District  and  the  Urban  District  and  this  Authority  have 
met  during  the  year  to  keep  under  -review  the  question  of  disposal 
of  refuse,  and  the  possibility  of  eventually  combining  to  estab¬ 
lish  joint  disposal  facilities. 

With  the  tipping  facilities  available  to  the  three  Authorities 
it  is  not  considered  necessary  to  install  a  pulverisation  plant 
at  the  present  time,  but  this  may  well  be  kept  under  review. 

Street  gullies  are  emptied  at  approximately  15  week  intervals 
by  the  Bedfordshire  County  Council  on  a  recharageable  basis.  This 
has  worked  satisfactorily. 

Street  scavenging  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  work  carried  out  during  the 
year:- 


Total  number  of  visits  made . .  90,U-J3 

Ashbins  emptied . .  88,980 

Cesspools  emptied  ,,  ,,  ,,  .,  45 

Pail  closets  emptied  ••  . . .1,455 

Loads  of  refuse  and  night  soil  removed  ,  338 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL; 

The: old  refuse  tip  was  levelled  during  the  year  and  tipping 
operations  commenced  on  the  new  tip  in  September, 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  MD  HOUSIWC  INSPECTIONS : 


Housing  defects  .  20 

Miscellaneous  ,,  . .  62 

Council  house  repairs . .  730 


Routine  inspections  (not  including 

Council  houses)  ,.  680 

Visits  to  work  in  progress .  260 

Public  Health  Acts  . .  15 


9. 


SHOPS: 


All  shops  were  inspected  during  the  year  and  were  generally 
satisfactory. 

J^inor  infringements  of  the  Regulations  were  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  occupiers  and  T;ere  rectified. 

Six  formal  notices  were  served  requiring  specific  works  to 
be  carried  out. 


ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  AND  1948 


Part  I  of  the  Act 


INSPECTIONS 


Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(3) 

Factories  in  which  Section 
1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authori¬ 
ties. 

22 

4 

Factories  not  included  in 
above  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

■ 

Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  - 
by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers* 
premises) 

Total 

22 

4 

- 

- 

10 


CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  Hi/ERE  POUND 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 

Particulars 

1 

> 

Referred 

which 
pros  ecu- 
tions 
were 

instituted 

(6) 

(1) 

Pound 

(2) 

Reme¬ 

died 

(3) 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

w 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

Want  of  cleanlines s (S.1 ) . 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(S.4) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage 

of  floors  (S.6) 

— 

- 

- 

- 

~ 

Sanitary  conveniences 

(S.7) 

- 

-r 

(a)  Insufficient 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

— 

— 

— 

— 

•• 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes 

•• 

•• 

•• 

•• 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act(not  including 
offences  relating  to 

Out -work) 

Total 

- 

- 

- 

11. 


Bart  VIII  of  the  Act 


OUTWORK 


No.  of 

No,  of 

No,  of 

No,  of 

out-workers 

cases  of 

prosecu- 

instances 

Nature 

in  August 

default 

tions 

of  work 

of 

list 

in 

for 

in 

Notices 

Prose- 

Work 

rrequirad 

sending 

failure 

unwhole-  ' 

served 

cu tions 

by  Section 

lists 

to 

some 

133  (l)(o) 

to  the 

supply 

premises 

Council 

lists 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(S) 

(6) 

(7) 

Wearing )Making 
apparel) etc. 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

INSPECTEON  MB  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


MILK  SUPPLY; 

There  are  no  registered  premises  in  the  district. 


MEAT  MD  OTHER  FOODS; 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  in  the  district. 

UNFIT  FOOD; 

Voluntary  surrender  of  the  undermentioned  foodstuffs  found 
unfit  has  been  made  as  follows 

5  -  6lb,  ifoz.  tins  dried  carrots 
1  -  6lb.  tin  corned  beef 


ICE  CREAM; 


Fifteen  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream. 


POULTRY  INSPECTIONS; 


There  are  no  poultry  processing  premises  within  the  district. 
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FOOD  HYGIENE  RE&ULATIONS  i960; 


No.  of  premises:-  G-rocers  11 

Greengrocers  ..  2 

Fishmongers  . ,  2 

Bakers  &  Confectioners  1 

Butchers  ....  4 

Cafe  and  Catering 
Establishments  6 

No,  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation  16  23 

No,  of  premises  to  which  Regulation  19  applies  ,.  18 

No,  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation  19  18 

OFFICES.  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PRESSES  ACT.  1963; 


No.  of  premises  registered;-  Offices  ,,  .,  16 

Retail  Shops  • .  • ,  22 

Wholesale  Shops > 
warehouses  ••  ,,  4 

Catering  establishments 
open  to  public  ,,  •.  2 

Fuel  storage  depots  ..  1 


All  premises  registered  have  been  inspected  during  the  year. 

No  serious  contraventions  of  the  Act  were  found,  but  minor 
infringements  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  occupiers  and 
were  rectified. 


RODENT  CaNOROL; 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  Contract  and  the  service  is 
working  very  satisfactorily. 


SEVm&E  DISPOSAL  WORKS; 

The  existing  sewage  works  is  grossly  overloaded  and  work  has 
commenced  on  the  building  of  a  new  works  on  a  site  adjacent  to  the 
existing  works,  and  is  due  for  completion  on  the  31st  July,  1970, 

The  scheme  has  been  prepared,  and  is  supervised  by,  the 
Council* s  Consulting  Engineers,  Messrs,  Binnie  and  Partners, 


13. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  Y/ORKS  contd... 


SIMMRY  OF  ELECTRICITy  CONSm/ED; 


Year 

1965 

1964  1965 

1966 

1967 

1968  1962 

Units 

19,479 

20,572  22,402 

29,812 

32,958 

39,183  47,89c 

RAINFilLL: 

Year 

12^ 

1964  1965 

1  $66 

1967 

1968  1968 

Ins. 

18.73 

15.390  24.93 

25.54 

20.75 

21.96  21.48 

RAINFALL  1969: 

Greatest  Rainfall  in 

No.  of  days  with 

24  hours 

.01  or  .04  or 

Month 

Total 

Inches 

Date 

over 

over 

January 

2.74 

.63 

15 

20 

14 

February 

1.87 

.39 

19 

17 

10 

March 

1.95 

.75 

12 

13 

8 

April 

1.05 

.44 

21 

13 

8 

May 

3.69 

.72 

30 

2 

16 

June 

1.43 

.94 

23 

1 

6 

July 

2, 66 

1.50 

29 

3 

5 

August 

1.72 

.26 

18 

2 

12 

September 

.26 

.05 

28 

5 

4 

October 

.19 

.08 

25 

5 

1 

November 

2.03 

.39 

16 

7 

9 

December 

1.89 

.32 

14 

10 

13 

21.48 

98 

106 

COUNCIL  HOUSE  IMPROVEMENTS: 

During  the  year  134  Council  owned  properties  were  improved 
by  the  provision  of*  bathrooms  and  heating  systems* 

22  houses  were  treated  for  dampness  by  the  Peter  Cox  Preserva¬ 
tion  method. 
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COUNCIL  HOUSES  PAINTED.  1969 


94-  .. 


£1,612.  12s.  6d. 


NUMBER  OF  HOUSES  OVMD  BY  THE  COUNCIL: 


Pre-War .  233 

Cemetery  Cottage  ,,  1 

Post-War. .  336 


DWELLINGS  ERECTED  SINCE  1945: 

Local  jUithority 

10  Prefabs 
89  Bungalows 
214  Houses 
23  Plats 

336  IJotal 


Private 

68  Bungalows 
439  Houses 
3  Plats 

510  Total 


COUNCIL  DWELLINGS  ERECTED: 

The  development  of  a  site  for  15  houses  and  8  bungalows 
was  commenced  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  year. 

PRIVATE  DTOLINGS  ERECTED: 

There  were  36  private  dwellings  erected  during  the  year. 
PLANS  SUBMITTED  DURING  THE  YE/iR: 


Outline  development  .  6 

Industrial  development  ..  ..  10 

Dwelling  houses . .  15 

Additions  and  extensions  ••  ••  49 

Garages,  sheds,  verandahs,  etc.  31 

Advertisements  ..  ..  ••  ..  4 

Improved  access  ,,  .,  1 


15. 


PLANS  SUBMITTED  DIIRIN&  THE  YEAR  contd... 


Agricultural  buildings 
Electricity  overhead  lines 

Change  of  use  . 

Shops .  ,« 


12 

if 


4 

1 


IMPROVEMENT  CHANTS  19^9: 


Discretionary  Grants 
Standard  Grants  •• 


3 

8 


TOWN  DEVELOPMENT; 

Discussions  ajid  consultations  have  continued  throughout  the 
year,  and  it  is  now  anticipated  that  the  Contraots  for  the  Industrial 
Road  and  the  First  Stage  Housing  site  will  commence  during  1970# 


I  would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the  members  of 
the  Council,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  staff  for  their 
assistance  and  co-operation. 


I  am.  Ladies  and  jS-entlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant 


P.  E.  MILLER 


Surveyor  and  Ihiblic  Health  Inspector 
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